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For Immediate Release


Food Bank Coalition Receives $45,000 Grant from Kraft Foods

Funds Will Be Used to Partner with Non-Profit Agencies to Expand Fresh Food Distribution Programs

San Luis Obispo County – (January 6, 2009) – The Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County today announced the receipt of a $45,000 grant from Kraft Foods’ 2008 Community Nutrition Program.  The grant supports the Food Bank’s efforts to bring fresh, healthy food to hungry citizens of San Luis Obispo County through partnerships with local food pantries, soup kitchens, programs for seniors and children and other non-profits.  “Kraft and its evaluation partners are impressed by your plans to expand the collection and distribution of non-shelf-stable food to agencies,” said Nicole R. Robinson, Associate Director, Focus Giving.  “Kraft’s grant will help you meet your goals by enabling you to supply refrigerators and freezers to your agency partners.”


The Food Bank is perhaps best known for providing large quantities of non-perishable foods—including canned food, dried pasta, beans and rice—directly to individuals and families and to agencies that serve the needs of the food insecure in San Luis Obispo County.  Indeed, those staples form the backbone of distribution programs that cover communities from Nipomo to San Miguel.  But equally important are the Food Bank’s efforts to collect fresh fruits, vegetables, bread, meat and dairy products to add to the mix.  

“We’re fortunate to be here on the Central Coast where we all value nutritious, locally raised food,” said Carl Hansen, Executive Director of the Food Bank.  “We work hard to take advantage of the bounty around us, and of the generosity of SLO County citizens and businesses.  For us, it’s not enough just to help agencies and clients put food on the table.  We believe everyone has the right to enjoy fresh, healthy food.”

Fresh food, however, poses challenges for the Food Bank and agency partners to handle.  It must be collected from donors as soon as possible, then transported and stored safely.  That’s why the grant from Kraft Foods is so meaningful.  “The funds will allow us to help partner organizations purchase refrigerators and freezers so they can receive additional fresh food,” explained Hansen.  “They’ll be able to take more food from us and store it longer, thereby increasing the quality and quantity of food they provide their clients.”

With additional capacity in place at agencies, Hansen and his team at the Food Bank will expand efforts to bring in more produce, dairy products, meat, juice and prepared food when excess is available.  The Food Bank hopes to increase its ability to rescue food that is now being thrown away—whether it’s from local markets, caterers or farmer’s markets—and make this excess but safe and healthy food available to help feed the hungry.  

“In these economic times, just feeding the family is tough for many in SLO County,” Hansen said, “let alone ensuring meals contain fresh, healthy food.”  Times have been hard at the Food Bank too, with non-perishable food scarce and more costly than ever.  “The new refrigerators and freezers for our agency partners, made possible by Kraft’s generous grant, will give us the chance to source more healthy food locally.  That’s good for all of us,” he concluded.


For more information about the work of the Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County, call 805-238-4664 for information.  The organization seeks volunteers from the community to help with fresh food collection and distribution.

--###--

About the Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County:

The Food Bank Coalition of San Luis Obispo County opened its doors in 1989.  Today, the organization is the only countywide source of large quantity donated and low-cost food for low-income families, seniors, children, veterans and the disabled.  Through direct programs like the BackPack Program for school children and the Senior Brown Bag Program, and in partnership with over 150 SLO County agencies, the Food Bank Coalition will provide about four million pounds of food for the tables of over 10% of the county’s residents in 2008.
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